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In our history warfare has been a constant feature of human existence. As far as we can see, 
fighting has always been a factor so long as we have been in our present form. Now for 
thousands of years, humans more or less fought in the same general pattern. Granted, this 
could change depending on the geographical region, and there were some breakthroughs, like 
with the Romans, but ultimately, warfare stayed the same. However, in the 19th century, when 
the industrial revolution really took effect, warfare took on a new form: it became centered 
around the development of new weaponry and new technologies that aided the logistical battle 
fought by every army on campaign. As time passed, nations poured more and more resources 
into new methods of waging war and we have reached a point that is unique in history: at least 
for the past 50 years, there has been a radical shift at most every decade, a trend that has not 
been seen any other time in history. With this in mind, I have researched and theorized 
regarding one question: what does the future look like? 

 
To answer this question, I have examined past conflicts, studied current events, and looked at 
the predictions of multiple reputable sources, with the aim of composing as complete an 
answer as possible, and today I will be presenting a part of my conclusions. There are three 
major trends I will be looking at: 1. The extension of the time it takes to fight most conflicts. 2. 
An increase in the number of proxy wars. 3. Most wars will become a lot deadlier and a lot 
bloodier in the actual fighting. 
 
Regarding the first point, I’ll reference the Battle of Aleppo, which took place during the Syrian 
Civil War. Despite the fact that the numbers of the opposing forces were actually quite small, 
this single battle took no less than four years, from 2012-2016, to finally conclude. The reason 
behind this follows a trend that has been steadily developing for years: opposing armies are no 
longer marching out onto open fields to fight one great decisive battle that’s decided in a 
couple hours. Instead, fighting has steadily been transferring into cities, jungles, and other 
areas where fighting takes much longer. This particular pattern is connected to the rise of more 
rebel and freedom fighter factions that are participating in conflicts. Due to a lack material, 
these groups fight in enclosed areas because it enables them to successfully wage war despite 
their inferiority in weaponry, a good example being the Viet Cong in the Vietnam War. In 
addition, wars are becoming longer simply because they are much easier to continue now than 
they ever have been. Modern day weapons enable a few to successfully fight many and their 
simplicity also enables unskilled combatants to take part in conflict. Industrialization enables 
the rapid production of new arms and weaponry, which intern makes it easier to raise new 
forces and send them into battle, especially since less time is required to instruct new recruits 
in the usage of rifles. A factor that is often overlooked but is nonetheless important is modern 
communication. Not only can a force taking part in a conflict have better communication with 
each other, but modern communications also makes it easier to spread information regarding 
the conflict, and makes it easier to rally support for any side. This enables factions to survive 
longer off of foreign support, but also provides them with the means by which to recruit foreign 



volunteers for armies. We’ve already seen this happen with terrorist groups like ISIS. In all, wars 
are becoming longer, and this is due to the fact that it’s overall characteristics are changing. 
 
Regarding the second point, I want you all to think, what are the Earth’s major powers. You’re 
probably thinking U.S., China, Russia, UK, something like that. Then think of the last time that 
major powers directly fought each other in war, and no the Cold War does not really count. If 
you delve a little deeper into this, you’ll find that it has been more than sixty years since there 
was such a war, the last time being the Korean War, where the U.S. directly fought Chinese 
forces. This lull indicates a new trend that is likely to continue in the near future, an increase in 
the number of proxy wars. Ever since nuclear weapons were developed by the more powerful 
nations, like the U.S., the greater powers have been dissuaded from fighting one another, the 
prime reason being the danger posed by nuclear weapons. This trend is a highly unusual one 
occurrence, since, throughout history, major powers have barely gone a few decades at most 
without fighting some sort of conflict, as there were always competing interests to be settled. 
There remain many competing interests between multiple countries, but as I said, the threat of 
nuclear weaponry dissuades any kind of conflict between the present major powers. Yet 
powerful nations have nonetheless indirectly fought each other through proxy wars, where 
opposing countries each back a separate side in an entirely separate war in the hopes of 
damaging the other sides’ interests or protecting their own. A prime example of this was the 
Vietnam War, where communist China and the Soviet Union were on one side, and the 
capitalist U.S. was on the other, the prize being influence in the economics of Vietnam and by 
extension the rest of South-East Asia. The number of proxy wars has steadily been increasing 
since the Cold War, and there are at least fourteen currently taking place, such as the War in 
Darfur, the Ukrainian Crisis, and the Syrian Civil War. As you can imagine, the two most 
common supporters of opposing are, the U.S. on one side and Russia on the other. As more 
time passes without the presence of a major conflict, and as the interests of major powers 
become entangled with those of other major powers, we will undoubtedly see a gradual rise in 
the number of proxy times, especially since the number of insurgencies also seems to be rising. 
 
Regarding the third point, I’ll again reference the Vietnam War: here, we witnessed the usage 
of modern weaponry, including chemicals like napalm, alongside primitive booby traps, like pits 
with sharpened staked in them, taking place in a jungle, arguable one of the hardest areas to 
actually fight in. The industrial revolution heralded an era of new weapon development and the 
creation of arms capable on an industrial scale, heralded in both the American Civil War and the 
First World War. Today we have artillery, machine guns, tanks, chemical weapons, and planes 
that can strike enemy positions from the sky with bombs that can destroy buildings. Put simply, 
we live in an age where massive destruction is easier than it ever has been in human history. On 
top of this, as I have already mentioned, we’re seeing a rise in the number of battles taking 
place in cities, forests, and other areas that require exceptionally brutal kinds of fighting on the 
part of both a potential attacker and a potential defender. We’re also seeing a rise in the 
number of insurgencies, which makes war even deadlier since fighting in an insurgency 
deliberately goes beyond actual battles and is more constant than in conventional fighting. 
Additionally, insurgencies also result in a higher number of civilian casualties, a result of these 
conflicts taking place in more populated areas and because factions often deliberately target 



civilians in search of reprisals. For instance, in 2017 in the Syrian Civil War alone, it was 
estimated that at least 540,000 civilians were living in areas that were serving as active 
battlefields, and the war itself is estimated to have produced more than half a million dead by 
2018. Combine these various factors together, and the end result is that warfare in the future 
will likely much bloodier, and much more deadly, though this will not seem apparent if you 
solely focus on battlefield casualties. 
 
In conclusion, there are three trends which I believe we will be seeing in the future: 1. Wars will 
become much longer in duration. 2. More conflicts will be proxy wars between larger powers. 
3. Wars will become much deadlier. This is a very complex question, and there are many more 
patterns I could discuss, but these are the three that I discuss today. While you may find it 
saddening, I encourage you to conduct your research if you are interested in this topic.  
 
Thank you. 


